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A 4 Particalis Church of Chriſt's 
Inſtitution deſcribed, &C. 


Beloved of the Lord, 
i hath been a long time on my heart, to 


write ſomewhat unto you, concerning 

the Nature of 2 Particular Church of 

Divine Inſtitution, that, what I have 
done in my ordinary conrie of Preaching, 
being in ſhort {ec together v ith as much 
plainnels, as my weakneſs and detigned bre- 
vity will admit, you may have an Abſtrats 
of thoſe Truths on this Subject, in your 
Houles, which on divers occations you have 
heard more Jargely, at lealt as to ſome Parts 
in the Church. 

I will therefore in the firſt Place give 
you 2 True Deſcription of « Particul ar Chur <<, 
explain it, and by ſome Argaments prove the 
Deſcribed Church to be of Divine Inltitu- 
tion, and it (hall be my endeavour to make 
them ſo eaty, that every one of you may 
lee where their ſtrength lyeth; tho ſome 
of them may not be to clear to a:!, yer 0- 
thers (1;a!l be fuch, a5 I hope, will be found 
{trong by che m_ Capacity aimonglt you. 
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To which I will add ſome Brief Intimati- 
ons of thoſe Priviledges,which thoſe Church- 
members, who in the Integrity of their 
Hearts, devote them(elves to God, are by 
reaſon of their Church-memberſhip, Enti- 
tuled unto, and Intereſted in. And in the 
cloſe I will put you in Remembrance of 
thoſe Obligations you lye under of Encou- 
raging me in my work, by leading a more 
Holy and Heavenly Life and Converſati- 
on, giving you a Dire&ion or two for your 
help herein. To the firſt, What is a Partiew 
lar Church of Divine Inſtitution? 

Anſ. A Particular Church of Divine In- 
ſticution is 4 Society of Viſible Chriſtians, the 
members of which arc united together for Com- 
anunion in the ſame individual Attrof Wore 
ſhip, as Prayer, the Word, and Sacraments. 

To Explicare this Deſcription, Conſt- 


der, 

1. A Particular Church is a Society, not 
meerly an Aſſembly of People, meeting 
now and then on ſome Particular Acciden 
tal Occaſions, but it isa Fixed, Sraredrhing, 
made up of {uch as are to aflemble Ordina- 
rily, and Seated!y together, for ſome ſpecial 
Ends and Purpoles. 

2. It is a Society of Uiſible Chtiſtians, 


ſuch as have on them the External, and Vi- 
ſible 
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fibleMarks and Characters of Saving Grace, 


* they muſt Imake ſuch a Profeſhon of fo 


much as is credibly ſignificant of the thing - 
Profeſled, that in the Judgment of Charity 
they may be eſteemed ſincere ; this part of 
the Deſcription (hews what is the P2oper 

matter of a Goſpel Church, diſtinguiſhing it 

from the Societies of Pagans, Mahometans, 

7ews, or other Leud Perſons, who manifeſtly 

diſcover themſelves to be Enemies to the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

3. It isa Society of Viſible Chriftians - 
nitcd foz Communion wich God through Feſius 
Chrift, and with one another in the Ordinances 
of Gopet worſhip to diſtinguiſh them from Ci- 
vil Societies that unite for Civil Ends and 
Purpoſes. 

4. Their Communion is in the ſame Jn- 
dividual Acts of Wozſhip, and therefore 
muſt be External, and Yifible, Immediate, 
Local, and Perſonally preſent, The Peoples 
cazſent for this kind of Communion is the 
Fozmal Reaſon of a Particular Church, 
diſtinguiſhing it from the Carholick, thar 
hath an Internal, Inviſible, diſtant Commu- 
nion,in the ſame &ind of Worſlip only, and not 
in the ſame Individzal As. When Chriſti- 
ans meet, and hear the /ame Sermon, joyn in 
the ſame Prayers, Participate of the ſame Sa- 
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crament they hold Communion in the 
ſame Individual As of worſhip. But when 
they are ot in the ſame place they hear only 
the ſame Dotctrine for kind, and Joyn in the 
ſame Prayers for kind only, which thoſe 
Chriſtians may do, who live many thouſand 
Miles diſtant from each other. They may 
be of the ſame Faith, own the ſame Sacra- 
ments,and the genera|Rules of Worſhip, but 
theſe cannot at one and the ſame time 
attend on the Miniſtry of one and the ſame 
Preacher, nor joyn inthe ſame Individual 
Acts of Worthip. To do thus much they 
muſt be in the ſame place, 

This Part of the Deſcription fets bounds 
and limits to aparticular Church, thewing, 
that it can, be compos'd of no more than 
are capable of Perſonal Preſential Commu- 
nion; or, of aſſembling in the ſame place 
for the holding Communion inthe tame par- 
ticular a&ts of Worſhip. So many as can fit 
down under one and the ſame Miniſters 
Adminiſtration, and join in the ſame Pray- 
ers, hear the lame Word and actually parti- 
Cipate of the Lords Supper in one place to- 
gerher, areas many as go to the fixing the 
utmo!t boundsof a Particular Church, All 
theſe Conjuntty,” not any one of them ſingly 
and ap<rr, go to the confticutinga Particu- 
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men is a Church, meerly becatiſe they hear 
the Goſpel Preachec, nor only becauſe che 
Sacraments are adminiſtred, nor becaule 
they have ſome Order : But hecaule all 
theſe Conjunttly are found in the Society, 
thereforeit sa Church.and it is a Particular 
Church,becaule this Society is made up onh- 
ly of ſo many as are capable of holding 
communion in the fame acts of Worthip, 
they are capable of meeting in one and the 

lame place. 
A company of viſible Chriſtians giving 
—_—_ to God and by the Will of 
to one another to hold Communion 
with each other in the ſame individual Acts 
of Worthip, as aforeſaid, is a Church, or 
Church Eflential, as ſome call it, but 
it is not a Political Body, or an Organiz'd 
Church until jc hath a 8:ſhop, or Paſtor, one 
or more ſolemnly by Faſting, .. 
and Prayer fixed over it. Tho | 
in the Revelation, the People as diſtingui(h- 
ed from the Paſtor, repreſented by the Can- 
dleſticks, are called the Church, and the 
Paſtor, repreſented by the Stars, the Angel 
of the Church ; and altho the Apoſtles are 
{ud to ordain Elders, or Paſtors in every 
Church, and the Flock over which the 
A 4 Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt made the Elders . overſeers, i$ 
called the Church of God purchaſed by his 
Blood, yer to make it a Political Organized 
Zody, the muſt be a Governing, ns a G0- 
verned Part, there muſt be Paſtors and 
People to. 

The great thing tobe proved is, that a 
Particular Chi:rch of Chriſts Inſtitution, conſiſts 
of viſible Chriftians aſſociated forCommunion in 


the ſame*Acts of Yoly Wozſhip, and con- 


ſequently muſt be no more than are capa- 
ble of coming to worſhip in one and the ſame 
place; It is but one Congregation, one Al- 
ſembly of Chriſtians for Worſhip. or which 
is the ſame, a Particular Goſpel Church is a 
Congregational Church. And ir ſhall be 
my: preſent endeavour to make it appear. 

I. That if there be particular Churches, 
diſtin from the Church Catholick, they 
muſt be Congregational. 

2. That the Churches the firſt two or 


three hundred years after Chriſt were 


fuch. 

3. That Proteſtants of moſt perſwaſions 
have granted it. 

4. That fuch is the end of particular 
Churches, ſuch the Duties of its members, 
ſuch the nature of the Paſtoral Office, as 
makes it clear, that they are Cy 
tional. F- That 
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5. That the Churches mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, which without doubt are 
zpreeable to the Divine Initirvotion, conſiſt 
ed of no more than could meet in one 


place. 


Argument L 


That if there be Particular Churches 
diſtin from the Church Catholick,. they 
muſt be Congregational. 

There are {ome who deny the Being of 
Particular Churches, as of diſtin& confide- 
ration from the Catholick, who, if they bold 
2 Church-Government to be of Divine Ap- 

intment, muſt grant it Originally ſeated 
in the Catholick Church, that is, they muſt 
be of opinion, that the Catholick Church is 
made one Governed, Society, one Corfuration, 
or Body Politick, whence it unavoidably fol- 
lows, that there mult be a Governing, and 
a Governed part, and the power of the Go- 
verning Part, whether in Presbyrers or Bi- 
ſhops, whether in a Colledg, or General 
Council of ſuch, or in one ſingle Perfon it is 
extended to theurmoſt bounds and limits of 
the Catholick Church, which in a word is 
the Papal Power, moſt juſtly oppugned, and 
unan{werably confuted by the Proteſtants, 


as 


(8) 
as Antichriſtian, and Deſtruftive;' to the 
Power and Purity of Chriſts Religion. 

What ever may be the practice of ſome 
good men, amongſt Proteſtants, if there be 
any ſuch who con(ider not the conſequen- 
ces of what they do, this my aflertion hath 
the countenance of the moſtLearned andPi- 
ous Proteſtants in the world, and thole very 
men, who by cheir practices, gave too 
much Reputation unto this Papal Power, 
when engaged in the controverlie about 
the ſupreme Governing Head of the Church, 
have generoully fallen in with the Coryrega- 
tional Principle. The Learned Monſieur 
Claude is a Remarkable Inſtance + of the 
truth hereof. 

I mult therefore fix it as an eſtabliſhed 
Principle amongſt Proteſtants,thatrhe Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath inſtituted Particular Chur- 
ches, diſtin& from the Catholick Church ; 
yea, Specifically diſtin&t ; whence I proceed 
to my Argument, which is, thatif diſtin, 
they muſt be Congregational, 

As the many different Societies that are 
in the world are diſtinguiſhed from each 0- 
ther by their (everal Specifying Ends, ſo by 
their ſpecifying Ends,Eccle{ialtical Societies 
zre dittinguiithed from thoſe that are meerly 
Civil, and what'is proper unte a Church 
ſpecifying 
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(9) 
ſpecifying it from other Societies is its be- 
ing a fociety for communion with God 
in and through Jeſus Chriſt in Doctrine and 
Worſhip. 

If therefore Particular Churches are ſpe- 
cifically diſtinguiſhed from the Catholick, 
and Communion is the ſpecifying end of a 
Church, diſtinguithing it from Civil So- 
cieties, there mult be different kinds of Com- 
munion to ground a different Species of 
Churches, that is, the Communion pro- 
per to Particular Churches muſt be ſpecifi-- 
caliy diſtint from what is proper to the 
Catholick. : 

Theſe things I preſume, will be yielded 
me by every conlidering mind that makes 
any deep ſearch into this matter. We muſt 
therefore conſider what that Communion is, 
which is ow to the Carbolick Church, and 
Specihcally diſtin from what is to be had 
in Particular Churches, which on diligent 
Enquiry will be found to be thus. 

Catholick Communion, or that Commu- 
nion Which may be had by all che mem- 
bers of the Catholick Church lyeth in being 
of the ſame. Faith, for the ſame- Worthipand 
the- ſame Sacraments, and in having the 
{ame love for each other, this Internally ; 
Externally by profefling the fame Faith, 

publickly 
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pevtickly owning 'the ſame Worſhip and * 


craments ( that is, ſo much of thele as is 
necellary to Salvation) and by Delegates and 
Letters Communicatory. 

This fort of Communion may be had 
between thoſe that are a thouſand miles 
diſtant, and is only in che ſame kind of War- 
{hip, not in the ſame As. : 

The Communion that is Specifically dil- 
tin& from this is a Communion that is /m- 
mediate, in the ſame- Individual Atts. Here 
then lyeth che difference between the two 
ſort of Communions. The one is extended 
to the utmoſt bounds of the Earth, ( if any 
Chriſtians be there,) it's hag between thoſe, 
that arediſtant, in the ſame kind of Wor- 
ſhip oaly. The other ſtretched to the ut- 
molt limics of a Particular Church, yet im- 
mediate, Perſonal, and Preſent in the ſame 
Individual Acts of Worſbip amongit thoſe 
that meet in the ſame Place. 

If the Communion be no other than what 
can be had by thoſe diſtant, and not in the 
ſame A#: of Worſhip. but only in the ſame 
kind, it is no other than what 1s Catholick. 

We mult therefore be for an Immediate 
Communion in the ſame Acts, which can» 
not be had by any, but thoſe, who meet in 
rhe ſamel/lace.or content our (elves more 

tholick 
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tholick Communion. If we will have a fur- 
cher Communion than what is Catholick, irc 
muaſe-be immediate and in the ſame Acts of 
Worthip,that is,theChurch in which this ſort 
ofCommunion is to be had is Congregational. 
The Commumion muſt be either Immeds- 
ate-or Diftant, it muſt be either in the ſame 
Aft, or only in the {ame kind; there is no 
—— of aſſigning a third in this caſe. 
ron ne be A che ſame Act _ ie 
m ina ſing ngregation, if diſtanr 
2nd in the ſame kind of worſhip only, then 

Catholick, and not Particular. 
Thas you fee the Argument is I - 
ble,if any Particular Churches diftin&t from 
the Catholick, they muſt be congregational. 


Argument II. 


That a Goſpel Inſtirured Church is Con- 
regational, made up of no more than can 
Id Communion, in the ſame Individual 
Ads of Worſhip,and ſo meet in one and the 
fame place, hath been abundantly proved 
by thoſe, who have, by ancontroulable A+ 
thoriezes, (ſhewn, that there were no other 
Particular Churches, for the firſt 2 or 300 

years after Chriſt. 
That thoſe Churches, which were in the 
World 
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World in wp w— days, and after for 
ſo longa time, as TI have already mentioned, 
are of Divine Inſtitution, is not doubted 


by any thatl know. All! grant that the | 


nearer we come to the Apoſtolical times, 
the nearer we approach'to Goſpel Purity, 
for which reaſon what party of Chriſtians 
ſoever plead for Divine Inftitation, their re- 
courſe is unto the moſt Arnrient Records,what 
was in the firſt rimes, 


The only thing in controverſie here, is, 


whether the Chriſtian Churches were in the 
beginning Congregational, and no more nu- 
merous, than to be able to meet in one and 
.the ſame place. 

For the Proof of the affirmative, that the 
firſt Churches were Congregational ; I re- 
fer you to the Peruſal of the Learned Wri- 
tings of Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter, and Mr. 
Clerkson, who have left no room for the 
leaſt doubt. 

Dr. Owen is, I confels, large,Mr. Clerkſor is 
not ſo, which you may read at leiſure, Mr. 
Baxter, to whom I am much indebted for 
the light I have in this ſubje&t, after he 
hath given us the Teltimony of the Antients, 


ſupplyeth us withat leait twenty or thirty | 
con(iderations, ro prove the Antiquity of 


Congregational Churches 
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Thus from the very name given to the 
Temples, the Places, in which the Chri- 
ftians did meet ta worthip God,to wit, that 
of [ Churches] the places of worſhip, the 
places where one Congregation only met; 
were antiently, and ſtil] are called Churches, 
and why 2 But becauſe the Congregation was 
2 Church, the name given the Temple, be- 
ing Cerived from the People, who were the 
Church in the primary ſenſe; for a Church 
in its firſt and proper notion is anAſlembly, 
Convention, or Congregarion. And the 
primitive ſenſe of the word [Pariſh] as well 
25 of the word { Chwrch ] fignifieth as much, 
namely, a Church compos'd of the Vicini- 
ty, or Neighbourhood of Chriſttans, which 
is as much as to ſay, a Pariſh Church con- 
fiſts only of as many asare able to come to- 
gether, and Worſhip in one and che ſame 
place z Thus much is alto cleared by the 
Antient Agape, or love Feaſts, whenall the 
Church feaſted together, that is, the Church 
were no more in number than could meet 
and feaſt in one place. 

Belides, The Churches meeting together 
tochoole, or Expreſly content to their own 
Biſhop 3, That there were, ( as Dr. Ham- 
mond confeſles :) more Biſhops and Churches 
than one in many Citiesz That Antiquity 

mace 
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made the parts of the Biſhops Office, Teach- 1 
ing, Worſhipping and Governing, to be of 


the ſame extent, and-conſequently had no 
more under their Government than they 
could teach ; that in thefirſt two Centuries, 
Biſhops and Deacons were ever Officers in 
the ſame Church, and yet Deacons were 
never Officers more than in one fingle Con- 
gregation, 

Theſe, and many like Evidences, doth 
— —_— — wo im his moſt —_ 

reatiſe Ot Epiſcopacy, give to prove, e 
in the beginning of Chriſtianity a Particular 
Goſpel Church conſiſted of no more than 
could meer in one place. 


Argament 1I1t, 


As the Chriſtian Churches in the moſt 
Primicive Times, were Congregational, in 
like manner, the Truth hereof is ſo very 
clear, that it hath obtained a full Teſtimony 
and Witneſs, in the Confſciences of Learned 
Proteſtants of moſt perſwafions, not only 
of the firſt Keformers, ſuch as Cranmer, and 
the like, nor only of the O!d Nonconformiſts, 
in the Days of Queen Elizabeth, and Fames 
the firſt, ſuch as Cartwright, and his follow- 
ers But the French Proteſtants abroad 
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give the ſame deſcription of a Particular 
Church that 5 embra- Fcelefa Particularis eft 
ced by the Congregatio- gcjera hominen Ch-1j- 
nal. A Particular Church fiizvam Religionem 
(ay they ) ts « Sectery of ou nem , Juanigz 
men Profeſing rheChrift- em in auduion 
an Religion, declaring their (unqem Predicicine 
Profeſſion in bearing 190 mum veri Evangcli,e>c, 
ſame Sermons, participat- | Ons bebe Par- 
ing of the ſameSacraments nana, NR 
together , and obſerving ex eo quad qui eam 
the ſame Orders and Rues conftunce haben ex- 
for Government. — The ercitia Chrittiana, non 
Form of a particular i yas led & nunt- 
Church, as ſuch, lieth in The, gmur. as 
this, that they have com- eccl. nom. p. 359, &e, 
munion in the ſame Ind1vi- 
dual atts, and not in the ſame lind only, of 
worſhip, And the Church of England, art 
home, in their Articles make the Church 
they deſcribe but one Congregation tor the 
worſhip of God, whereby their deſcribed 
Church can be found amgngit none but the 
Congregational, to-which the reverend Mr. 
Baxter adds the concettions Of 7.r. t4/ p. x 
Bi.hop Domwname, Mr. Tojeph 1% "7: 
Mede, Bilſon, Grotizs, Billop Taylor, and 
Dr. Hammozd. 
Beſides ir muit b2 ob{erv'd, that tots 
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reyerend Divines, amongſt us in this King- 
dom, who conform not to the Church of 
England, and are commonly called Presbyre- 
rian, are generally of the ſame mind. Jam 
ſure the greateſt number of the moſt conlſt- 
derable, who go under this name in Loxdon, 
do hold particular Churches of Divine In- 
ſtitution ro be of no larger extent than a 
fingle Congregation. 

Thus much I the rather mention to pre- 
. vent miſtake, and that you may ſee infiſt 
on nothing here, that interferes with my a- 
vowed Healing Principles. But to cloſe 
this Argument, I only add, it is to be pre- 
ſumed, that it muſt be ſomewhat more than 
ordinary, that Influences the generality of 
Proteſtants,either to profeſs they hold par- 
ticular Churches of Divine Inſtitution to be 
congregational z or, at leaſt to yield, that 
they __— in the moſt primitive times, 
even in the Apoſtles days, whereby my 
way 1s made the more clear to my remain- 
mg arguments, on which, as they are more 
1mmediately founded on Divine Revelati- 
on, I lay the greateſt ſtreſs. 
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Argument IT. 


That ſuch is the End of Particular Chur- 
ches of Chriſts inſtitution, ſuch the Duries 
of its members, and fach the Nature of the 
Paſtora! Office, as makes it manifeſt, that 
they are Congregational. 

That I may be tz more convincing in 
what I offer on this Artument, I mult be- 
ſeech you to conſider, that the God, and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath from 
dl Ecernity determined theGloriftication of 
himſelf in the Salvation of a fele&t num- 
ber of fallen men : That ro this End the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt died, Roſe again, and 
ſent the Holy Spirit, and inſtituted Parti- 
calar Churches, in which he hath appointed 
fach Offices, enjoyned ſuch Duties on the 
Members thereof, as are adjuſted to the 
_ gehis Great and Glorious Delign 
a te, 

On the Lord Chriſts undertaking toaf- 
ſame our Nacure,and in ic to ſatishe Divine 
Joſtice by his ſutterings, and by his righte- 
ouſneſs to Merit Ecernal Lite for the Ele, 
the Father promited the Lord Jeſus, that 
he ſhould have a feed, ſee the travel of his 


Soul and be fatisfied ; that he thould be ex- 
B 2 alted 
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alted far above all Principality and Pow- 
er, and Might, and Dominion, and ever 

name that is named, not only in this World 
but alſo in that which is ro come. Yea, 
this Lord Chriſt is raiſed from the Dead, 
and is by the Father 1-: on his right hand, 
and all thiags are put under his feet, and be 
made Head over ail things to the Church, 
which conſidered 11yſt/cally, is made up ot 
the Ele, or which is the ſame, the Promi- 
ſed feed, who by the mighty power of the 
Spirit are favingly converted and united 
unto Chriſt, in whom the whole Body 
( made up of them, ) is fitly joyned tozether, 
and compacted by that, which every joynt 
ſupplyech, according to the effetual work- 
ing of every part. And that this great and 
hizh end may be obtained, che Lord Jefus, 
who aſcended up on high, led Captivity 
Captive, and gave Gifts unto men. hath, as 
bur now I intimated, . inftituted Particalar 
Churches, in which he hath appointed ſuch 
Offices, and on the members thereof enjoyn- 
ed ſuch Duties, ( moſt exactly accommods» 
red to the Great End of Gods Glory in the 
Ele&s Salvation} as cannot be done, or per- 
formed bur in a Congregational Church. 
which, whea proved, will furniſh us with 
an Argument unanſyerable, that the 


Churches | 
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Churches of Chriſts Inſtitunon are Congre- 
gational. 

. I will begin with the Dries 1ncum- 
bent- on the Members of the Church, not 
that I now delign to inli(t on that &K1ght, and 
Power, which belongs toa Chirch Efſential, 
antecedent to its Organization ; but contt- 
ning my ſelf to an organized Church, 1n 
which chere is a Paſtor and People, I will 
propoſe thoſe Duries Incumbent on the 
members as in this Relation, and clear ir 
unto you, that they are ſuch as make 1t 
manifeſt, that the Church, of which, they, 
according to the Ordinance of God, are 
members, is Congregational. 

({. They muſt afſemble chemſelves toge- 
ther for Gods Publick Worthip. This is 
exprelly athrmed by the Apoitle in Heb. 
10. 25. who ſpeaking roa particular Church, 
2 Spiritual Houſe,built by the Lord himleli, 
Heb, 3.6. tells chem, that they mult nor 
forlake the aſſembling themlelves together, 
but chat 'ewas their duty Ordinarily to come 
and wait on the Lord rogerher in his ordi- 
nances 3 but how can this be, if chey are 
more than can aflemble and nicer iu one 
place. 

2. they myſt attend on the Miniſtry of 
the Game Paltor, acquaint themticlves with 
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him, and ſubmit to their Teachings and Ad- 
monitions. 1. Theſ. 5. 12, 13. We be- 
feech you Brethren, ( The Apoſtle ſpeaks 
to the Church at Theſſalonica ch, 1. 1.-) 
know them which labour among you, ac- 
quaint your ſelves with them, eſteem them 
richly for their work ſake, and relpe& their 
Admonitions, Imitate them m all that is 
well, conſidering the End of their Conver- 
fation, obey them and ſubmit your ſelves 
to all their Goſpel Inſtructions, Heb. 
13. 7. 17. But how can the Church do al! 
this, if they are more than can meet in one 
place? The exhortation 1s to a Whole 
Church, and to every member of it, and if 
the Church exceed the Bounds of a Con- 
gregation it cannot together diſcharge theſe 
Duries. 

3. 'Tis the duty of the members of a 
Goſpel Church to Conſider one another, to 
have their op on each other, to provoke 
unto love and good works, to comfort and 
ediſic one another 1 The. 5.11, Heb. 10. 24. 
yea to receive one another as Chriſt alſo 
received us Rom. I5- 7. to exhort one 
another daily whilſt it is called to day, Heb. 
\ 2. 12,13. Now theleareduties that cannot 

bs diſcharged but to a number capable of 
meeting in the ſame Place. If the _ 
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of the Church be fo great as to make the 

formance of theſe Duties by the mem- 
fn impracticable, it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed to go beyond the Limits ſet unto it by 
the Lord himſelf. 

4. They mult privately -admoniſh an of- 
fending Brother, and if he will not hear, 
take two, or three more with him, if he 
will not hear them, tell it to the Church, 
Mat. 18. 15. But unleſs the Church be able 
to meet in oze place, it is both impoſſible for 
him to make report unto the Church, or for 
the Church to ſpeak to him and he to hear 
it 


Thus you ſee, the duties incumbens on 
Church members are ſuch as plainly infer 
that they areſuired to no Church but what 
is egational, nor is it poliible for a 
whole Church of larger extent to perform 
chem, and we know that the Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom of God is ſuch as gives us ſtron 


| confidence he would never oblige his Chil- 


dren to Impoſhbiliries. 

IT. The Peſtors duty is ſuch as makes it 
moſt evident, that the Church muſt nor 
be of larger Excent than a congrega- 


I. The Paſtors of Particular Churches are . 
obliged by the Holy Ghoſt to look after e- ' 
B 4 very 


(22) 
very member inthe Church, take heed to 
all the Flock, Feed the- Church, A#s 
20. 28. Feed them with Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding, Fer. 3. 15. ABiſhop or Paſtor of 
aParticularChurch, ſtands bound Ordinarily 
ro Preach to the whole Church, which 
ſhews, that he is a Fixed Officer in the 
Church, which canaot be unleſs the mem- 
bers as ſuch are allo hxed in their Church 
Relation and obliged Ordinarily to attend 
in his Miniſtry, and the Flock no more 
than can do it. What he doth mult be to 
the Faification of them ; ſo P.uul 
I would that ye all prophelied 
that the Church might receive Edi- 
fving; the whole Church therefore mult be 
togecher. 
2. He muſt k-ow all the Flock, even the 
State of every particular member, that he 
may the better divide the 
Mat 24- 45: word aright, ard give to eve- 
ry one /1s Portion in due ſea- 
:Crr.3 1.2. kc, Jen. Milk to babes, ſtrong 
Hb. 6. 41, &. meat to thoſe, that can bear 
it. And that thus much may 
be well cone, their number muſt be no more 
than can be comprized within the compatls 
of a Congregation. If the Congregati- 
0a be }arger , this work will be found 
0Q 
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too great for him faithfully ro dil- 
charge. 

3. The Adniniſtrawon of the Seals of the 
Covenant 1s committed unto them, particularly 
that of the Lords Suppers and it muſt be here 
noted that when the whole Church cometh 
rogerher to partake of the Lords Body, and 
Blood, the Oneneſs of the Myſtical Fody of 
Chriſt is moſt admirably reprelerred, for 
a Particular Church of Chriſt is his Body. 
Thus much the Apoſtle Paw exvrelly afferts 
in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
where the whole he had 1po- 
ken of the C-:holick Church in the forego- 
ing parts of the Chapter, is applyed by him 
to the Particular Church at Corinth, Now 
ye, Ye, 4 che Church ar Corinth | 2re the 
Body of Chriſt, and members in particular, (0 
chat as in Chriſt all the Building the whole 
Catholick Church firly framed together 
groweth untoan Holy Temple in the Lord, 
in like manner. ye, a Particular 
Church are in Chriſt builded to- 
gether for an Hab:ration of God through the 
Spirit, and this Particular Church when at 
the Ordinance of the Lords Supper is a moſt 
lively Repreſentation of che whote Mylti- 
cal Church, the Body of Chriſt, which is 
One, The Eread which we break, 7s it nor 
the 


I Coy. I'S» 27. 
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the Communion of the Body 4 Chriſt; the 
great Symbol or lively repreſentation of it, 
For we being many are one Bread, and one 
Body, for we are all partakers of that one 
Bread 3 they bear the mage of the whole 

Church, as Grotius himſelf 
1 Cor.10. 16,17. could obſerve on the place, 

for as in a particular Church 
many members are united in one, they 
meet in one place, and at the ſame time 
partake of that one Bread, ſo the Catholick 
Church, tho ſcattered, are united in one 
Lord Jeſus ; the whole particular Church 


meeting in a Body to partake of the one 


Bread, bearech the image of the whole 
Church, the whole Catholick Church, 
that unite in cne Lord Jeſus. 

This is a great Myſtery, a myſtery much 
intited on by the Holy Apoſtle, unan{we- 
rably inferring the neceſſity of a particular 
Churches confinement within the Pales 
of a congregation, for unleſ(s the whole 
particular Church could meet in one place 
for communion in the ſame Individual Ads 
of Worſhip, and fo for the participating of 
that one Bread together, it could not ac- 
cording to the Apoſtles Doctrine be the 
Reprelentztion of the Communion of the 
whole body Catholick, where many ao 
| unite 
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united in one, and therefore in the very 
next Chapter to put this Truth 
out of all doubt, che Apoltte 
makes expreſs mention of the Churches 
meeting to eat of the Lords Supper in oze 
lace. 

, 4. 'Tis the paſtors duty to Rale and Go- 
vern the Church, over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made him an overſeer. 

The very word that is in the 
A: of the Apoſtles tranſlated 4 =»: £2. 

Feed ] is in Mathew rendred agg. +. 6. 
we out of thee thall come a 
Governor that ſhall Xule my People Iſrael x 
The ſpiritual rule and government of a 
Paſtor being a moſt eftectual way, through 
the grace of God to feed the Flock, or 
Church over which he is placed. 

This Rule is not by giving -out- Laws, 
enforced with Corporal Multts, and Pu- 
niſhments,but by an Authoritative Declare- 
tzon of Chriſts Laws which are Sanctioned 
with the {everelt threatnings. 

Ifa- member of the Church liveth in 
erols fins, and after more private methods 
have been uled, he ſtil] remains impeni- 
tent, the Paſtor muſt in Chrifts name, wich 
all Authority, admoniſh and reprove him, 
and if he continues hardened in tuc oy by 

which 
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which he is morely bownd over to the Jude. 
ment of God, the Paſtor, in the Church, 
for the deſtruction of the Fleſh, and ſaving 
his Soul in the day cf the Lord, doth Judi- 
cially bind him to the ſame wrath,and what 
is bound in Earth ſhall be alſo bound 
in Heaven : on the other hand, with the 
ſame Authority, in like manner, thoſe 
who manifeſt true Repentance are looſed 
and aſloiled. 

But this being a great work and the laſc 
remedy, it muſt never be done wichout the 
greateſt care and caution,and the Paſtor,who 
in this caſe is asa ſpiritual Chyrurgeon, mult 
not immediately on the bare report of 0- 
thers, proceed to cutting off. He muſt in 
the frft place, conlider rhe (tate of the tin- 
ner, Ciſcourle him perſonally, in{rruct, ex- 
hort, admoniih, rebuke, and enquire dGili- 
gently after the Impreſhon theſe methods 
make on him, but theſe things cannot be 
done by any one Paſtor, to more than are 
capable of meeting in one place, and there- 
fore (eeing this part of the Paſtoral Oface is 
extended to the utmoſt bounds of the 
Church, the Church muſt not exceed the 
limics of a Congregation, and whoever wi'l 
ferioaſly coniider, how great the obiigatt» 


oN is, that the Pattor lieth under, with re- | 
ſpect | 
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ſpe& to every particular Soul in the Church 
of which he is Paſtor, how ſeverely chat 
aye is enforced, even with the guilt of 
the blood of the ſoul that periſheth through 
his negleRt, may eaſily be induced to be- 
lieve, that his obligation is not by the Inti- 
vitely Wiſe God,ſtretched beyond his capa- 
city and power of performance, & yet they 
maſt watch over the Church, +..4. z. r7, 
25 thoſe that mult give an ac- 4# #». 27, 
count and take heed that they 37 
be free from the Blood of all men. 

To ſum up all under this Head,it muſt be 
obſerved that Paſtors of Chriſts making do 
not only bear on them, as ſimcere Chriſtians 
the Image of God, but as Paſtors they have 
on them the Image of C briſt,theLord Meatator, 
veſted witch the Ofhces of Propher, Prieſt, 
and King, on which account every True + 
Paſtor, in ſubſerviency to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ,is in his place, a Teacher, High Prieſt, 
and Ruler of the Church. 
Goſpel Paſtors are Chriſts Am- 
baſſadors (ent in his ſtead, to 
Preach the Goſpel of reconciliation, who 
in ſome ſort bear on chem the /mage of the 
Mediator, and repreſent him to the Church, 
and are honoured with ſome of his Tir/es, 
for as Chriſt is the Ange! of the Covenant, 

the 
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the Great Pro her, and Biſhop of our Souls, 
the Shepherd of the Flock, to Paſtors are cal- 
led 4ngels, that come with a comfortable 
meſſage about the Covenant of Grace, tte 
Biſhops, and Shepherds, yea, as Chriſt was the 
great Teacher, Guide in Worſhip, and Ruler, fo 
in ſubordination toChrift,Gotpel Paſtors are 
Teachers,Guides inWorſhip,offering the ſpitite- 
al Sacrihces of Prayer & Praiſe untoGod,& 
Jam. 4. 14, Mckinglnterceſhonfor rhePeople 
Tm ++ whence it is,that thePeoplewhen 
ſick, are direRed to fend to the Elders for 
their Prayers with promiſe, that when they 
make Intercefſion, God will heal the fick, 
and it's their work alfo to rule the Charch, 
For this reaſon it is, that Faithful Paſtors 
arehighly wo be Effeemed, and why the Lord 
rakes {o much notice of all the wrongs done 
them, or contermpr caſt upon them, they 
bearing the 1n:2ge of the Lord Mediator, on 
ther, Whar is doneunto them is incerpre- 
ted by Chriſt himſelf, as done unto him ; He 
deds 00-66 that heareth you, heareth me, and 
we 1 i be that deſpiſerb you, deſpiſeth me 
And on this Ground it 1s, that it's al 
to every true Paſtor to Teach, Guide in Wor- 
ſhip,make [nterceſſion for,and Rule the C hurch, 
co which he is ſent, and the Authority and 
Obligation which he receives when he or 
rretl 
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treth on the Paſtoral Office is as much to 
| reach, and guide in Worſhip, as it is to Rule, 
and as much to Rule as it is to Teach and 
Guide in Worſhip. : 

Conſider then, that as a Paſtor he is a 
| fated Teacher of a Particular Church, and 

its known, his ſtated Teaching cannot be 
| ſtretched further than to one Congregation. 
| He may teach occaſionally in many, but 
fatedly he can be a teacher only to one, 
and from what hath been already urged, 
it unavoidably follows that his Governing 
and Ruling can be of no larger extent, for 
his veryRuling is only a moreParticular and 
Applicarory Teaching. 

In his General Teaching, he ſhews that 
| the Impenitent are expoſed to Gods wrath, 
butwhen there appear ſomelmpenitent ſin- 
ners to be in the Church, the Paſtor, in 
the Exerciſe of his Raling power, doth 
partic larly apply this Truth to the impeni- 
cent, and reach both che impenitent Sinner 
and the Charch, that he is under the wrath 


1 of God, uncapable of Communion, requir- 


ng the Church co forbear communion and 
avoid him till he Repents. 

| Thus much may ſuffice to evince, that 
| ſuch is the Natwre of the Paſtors work, 
| that it cannot be faichfully performed bur 
na Congregational Church, In 
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In a word, from what hath beennow of-. 


fered, it is very manifeſt that ſuch is the | 


nature of the peoples Duty, ſuch the Paſto- 
ral Office, ( which are molt excellently ad- 
jufted to the Great End of Chriſt in inſti- 
tuting particular Churches ) as makes it ne- 
ceſſary for us to conclude that the Churches 
- Chriſts appointment are congregatio- 
nal. 


Argument V. 


That the Churches mentioned in the New 
Teſt ament, mbich without doubt, are agreeable 
to the Divixe Jaſiitution, conſiſted of no more 
than could meet in one place. 

That the Apoſtles were divinely inſpired, 
and that, in ere&ing Goſpel Churches, @« þ 
obeyed the Dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, 
cannot be denied by modeſt Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, if therefore on enquiry, we 
find all the Goſpel Churches, recorded in 
the New Teſtament to be Congregational, 
ſuch, as could meet in one place, and that 
their meeting in one place is oft exprelly in- 
ſiſted on by the Holy Spirit, there can be 
no room left for our making the lealt {cru- 
= againſt our believing their inſtitution to 

Divine. 
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- The firſt Church, chat was ereed afte? 
Chrifts Aſcention, and which may be take 
for the pattern of all other Goſpel Churches 
S be rm = Rey by, a - at 

alem, which tho” large, yet not ſo large 
SY the limits of one ſingle Ca 
gation, for the Holy Ghoſt aſſures us, that 
all choſe who believed in Jeruſalem were 
together, and continued with one accord in 
the Temple. The whole Church in this 
City, conſiſting. of all the Believers there 
were \together, iz 4+ 72 47%, that is to fay, 
they were in the ſame Place, for in many 
places in the Old Teſtament, particularly 
in Tudges 6. 33- The —_— Interpreters, ule 
theſe words to ſignify. the ſame Place. The 
Midianites, - and the Amalekites were ga 
thered together in the Valley of Jezrae!. 
evrigozy 8 73 47d, the ſame word here 3 ih 
like manner our Tranflaters in the firſt 
verſe of the ſecond of the A#- give the fame 
ſenſe, chey were all with one accord in one 


place, 6% 72476, And in AQ#54 31, 32. They 


{ the whole Church, ] were again aſſembled 
together [| own ſuire! Or ] met in one Place for 
itsfaid that the place was ſhaken, the place 
[ ww ]theplace, in which they were al- 
tembled rogecher. Amdin A#s 5- 12. T hey 
were al}, ( z. ce.) all the Church were _=_ 

led 


- verted came to Jernſalem with certain of 
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bled together in Solomons Porch, And when 
their number encreaſed they ſtill met toge- 
ther for it's ſaid, the Apoſtles called 

Multicude unto them, and ſpake to them, 
and the ſayiug goes the whole multicude, 
Ads 6, 1, 3. All which words concur to 
the aſluring us, thatthe whole multitude | 
os no \greater than could meet in one 

ace. 
" Some time after this Pal, being CcON- 


the Diſciples of Ceſarea, and the Brethren 
aid, the Mulrirxde, | the Multitude of Be- 


lievers, the whole Church ] muſt needs | 
come together, They muſt needs meet in 


one Place, whereby it is become very plain, | 


chat this firſt Church was but one 

gation, which ſufhciently ſhews the Inſtitu- 

tion to be for Congregational Churches. | 
2. The Church at Antioch, in which 

place Chriſts Diſciples were firſt called | 

Chriſtians, and which undoubtedly was 

form'd according to the Divine Inſticution, 


was compoſed of no more than could meeg } 


cogucher in one place. Thus Paul, and Bar- 
n«bas abiding a whole year in this City «ſ- 
ſembled themſelves with the Church, A: 
11.26. And a while after, the Apoltle 
Paul COMILNg 4ag41n £0 this Place, they ge 
there 
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thered the Church together, and rehearſed un- 
to the Chnrch all that God had doge with 
them, As 14. 27. Which could not be 
unleR the Church met inone and the ſame 


Pee Church at Corinth, to which Paul 
writes, was of no larger extent than a {ingle 
Congregation, as appears clearly from the 
words of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11. Where 
hereproving them for {ome diſorders, ſpeaks 
of their Aſſemblies in ſach a manner as may 
ealily move us toconclude, thus much ; for 
inv. 16, He ſaith unto them, Yee come 79+ 

ther Swigzats, [| Ye meetin one Place ] 

t it is for the worſe, for when ye come 
rogether in the Charch, ov. 17. There are di- 
y among(t you, 9.20. it's faid, 
when ye come roperher in one Place, 

As a Church ought to do, they came r0- 
gether in one place, thereby ſhewing, they 
were no more than one congregation, bur 
there being diviſions amongſt chem, and 
they not ſtaying one for another to eat of 
the Lords , they came rogether for the 
worſe, for which the Apoſtle rebukes them; 
and in prefling them ro a reformation, he 
aviſeth them to ftay ove for another thar 
they might hold Communion with each 
other in the ame Individual Acts of Wor- 
{p, C 2 More- 


(34) 


Moreover in the firſt tothe Corinthians, 
and the 14th Chapter, the Apoſtle ſpeaking 
to the ſame Church, doth in v. 21. thus ex- 
preſs himſelf. nhen ye come together, and in 
v. 23. If therefore the whole Church be come 
rogerher in one place. 

4. The ſeven Churches in Aſia werealſo 
congregational, for the Paſtor of each 
Church is not only charged with the faults 
of the erring members, which thews that 
*twas his duty to look more narrowly after 
every member, and that it was in his 
Power fo to do but the Apoſtle, Paul in his 
Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, ch. 4. 16: Exhorts 
them to take care that the ſame Epiltle ſent 
them be read in the Church of the Laodice- 
ans, Which was one of the ſeven,which could 
not be, unleſs the whole Church met in one 
on the like may be ſaid of the other 

hurches; but we have already ſaid enough 
to prove, that the firſt Churches were con- 
grepational, for, as has been already ob- 
ſerved, if particular Churches are diſtinct 
from cheCatholick, they muſt be Congrega- 
tional; and that for thefirſt 2 or 3oo years 
they were fuch ; that they were fo in theA- 
poltles days is confeſſed by Proteſtants of all 
per{walions, ſuch is the defign of Chriſt in 
Inſticucing Particular Churches, _ the 

uties 
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duties incumbent on the members, ſuch the 
Paſtoral Office as evinceth the neceſlity 
thereof; in a word the Holy Scriptures pro- 
claim the firſt erected Churches to be Con- 
gregational. 

Take therefore theſe things into conſide- 
ration, and I doubt not but they may contri- 
bute ſome-whar to the ſ(ectling and contum- 
ing you in this Truth. 


i — — 
— 


V E will in the next place acquaint 
you with ſome of the Privzledges, 
youare intereſted in, as you are members of 
2 Church, framed according to the Holy and 
Divine Inſtitution, - on which I the rather 
inſiſt, becauſe ſo many Profeſſors regard 
them too little, and others, who teem to re* 
dthem, do not improve them as they 
thould, and I muſt in the firſt Place 
lay down this Great Truth in the General ; 
That a rruly Gracious Soul, joyning itſelf 
wnto a Particular Charch, formed agreeably ro 
Chriſts Inſtitution, and walking according to 
the Order of the Goſpel, may have greater helps 
for the furtherance of his Salvation, choicer 
Opportmnities for the obtaining Communion with 
God,and participating of Heavenly conſolations, 
than any other where 0n Earth, 
| C3 Such 


| (36) 

Such a Church is one of the dweling places 
on Mount Sion, where the Lord delights ta 
be. and where he maketh the moſtfexcellent 
diſplays of his Glory. _. 
a Mount $51n, in Scripture ( as I 
23 * takeir )repreſents unto. vs the 

Catholic Church ; we are ( faith 
the Apoſtle) come unto Moxne Sion, the 
City of the Living God, the General Aſſembly 
and Church of the firſt-born, and by the Dwel- 
ling Places on Mount Sion we mult under- 
Rand Particular Goſpel Churches, the ſeveral 
Aſſemblies of his People meeting together 
according to the Order of Chriſt, in which 
the Glory of the Lord, is ordinarily more 
clearly ſeen than elſewhere this ſide Hea- 
ven, for in thete Houſes, or dwelling pla- 
ces, are the Ordinances, in which ſound 
Plat ; lievers may behold the Beauty 

*7- and Gloryofthe Lord, and from 
whence the Glorious Light of the Gof 
pel Shines forth, and are therefore called a 


ere : 

Thus much ſeeming clear ro me, let us 
conſider what God hath promiſed unto 
thele Chprches, theſe dwelling places; con- 

ult we therefore that word, in //a. 4. 5,6. 
here it's ſaid, The Lord will create upon 
every dwelling place of Mount Ston, even upon 


ber 
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| (37) 
| ber Aſſemblies, a Cloud, and ſmak by day, and 
| the ſuning of aflaming Firebynight, that is, 


the ſamie care which the Lord took of the 
Children of 1/rae! in carrying them from 
Egype unto the Land of C anaan, the ſame 

play he then made of his _ , _ 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs i 
will he make, in caring wy, 


R 
Doth a Particular Believer ſtand in need 
of more Knowledge, and InſtruRion > doth 
he need help againſt Satans violent aſfaul 
or doth he waar ſupports inatime of difiref, 
Chearings, Revivings and Comforts > Lec 
him come into one of theſe dwelling places, 
and there he ſhall have it. For oa 
there it is that the Lord is kzown a. 48. 3- 
for a Refuge 3 Mount Sion is the Joy of the 
_ ad God is in her Pens, in 
1 tely dwelli aces, known 
(4, e.) theSai exthar erel there experience, 
that the Lord is their Refuge chat there they 
—— God than elſewhere 
could. 


C4 A 


(38) 

AparticularChurch is as aG ar: 
den encloſed, a Spring fbut up, a 
Founted Sealed, where are choice fruits, and 
the waterof life to be had. Burt you muſe 
Ker iato this Garden, that you may eat of the 
ruits., Thole who zre without have not 
that ſpecial Advantage for their Souls, which 


Cant. 4.12. 


theſe have who are within, aad the ſound 


believer can ſay wich the Plalmiſt, I mean 

ſuch as areChurcl1 members, A# mySpringsare 

Pu. in thee; of Sion it ſhall be ſaid, This 
»$9:% 5 . - 

* & that man was born in: ber,in thee 
areall my Springs, that is, in Sir, in the 
Church, for there the Lord himſelf, the O- 
riginal and firſt Spring, the fountain of liv- 
ing waters is in a mo1e eminent and ſpecial 
moat OT hicl 

L 1isis the Houſe, in which 
- '* the Righteous Flowriſh like the 

pabn-tree, and grow like a Cedar 
in Lebanon. Note it well, this Promile isto 
thoſe. that be planted in the Houſe of the Lord, 
even in the courts of our God; it's ſpoken 
of them, that they ſhall {11 bring forth fruit 
in oldage, they thall be far and flouriſhing, 
whole Graces 2re as Myrrh and Spice, yea. 
35 the Mountains of Myrrh and Hills of 
Prankincenſe, amongit which the Lord de: 
lights to dwell. 
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. Fhis is the Lords Treaſury, where graces 
are laid up in ſtore for thoſe, who in the 
way of GodsOrdinances draw near unto him. 
It is = the Lords —_ are the 

iritual weapons. of our War- _ 
-y mighty througn God to "_ ** 
the pulling cowwn of {rrong holds, 
caſting 001% 11avinarions, and every high 
thing, (107 exalierh itleif againſt God, Here 
it is, thar the Gracious Sonl, toſſed to and 
fro wich various and violent temptations, 
vexed with Sirong, and Grievous lufſts, 
ſometime Pride and Fafſion, again with 
earthly and finful Imaginations, then 
with unbelief and vlalphemous thoughts, 
here I ſay, after it hath uſed much means 
it cometh, and hath found the Lord Graci- 
ous, in giving Victory over obſtinate luſts 
and powerful corruprions. . | 

A particular Church is the Lord Chriſts 
Nurſery, in which are many children, 
fome weak, and other ſtrong, ſome fick 
and out of humour, peevith, & quarrelſome, 
not pleaſed with the Heavenly manna, tho 
of the Lords ſending, and angry with their 
Paſtor: the Nurle many atime bur O, the 
care the Lord takes of every Child! O, the 
excellency of his grace, and the greatneſs 
of liis compaſhons towards them, in ma 
Ie 


{ 40) 


he hath made it the duty of Paſtors to che- 


riſh theſe Children, as a Nurſe, to bear with 
their weaknels, and patiencly endure their 
er, that he may heal their diſtempers, 
make them itrong in the Lord. We 
were gentle — even 454 Nurſe che- 
riſheth her Children, ſo being 
1 T%- 2: 1+ affettionately deſirons of you, we 
: were willing to have imparted un- 
to you, not only the Goſpel of God, 
but alſo our own ſouls, becauſe ye were dear 
unto us. __ _ _ we exhorted, and 
eomforted, and charged every one of you, 
( mind it ) 44 4 Father doth bis et Bo 
that ye would walk worthy of God. 

It is marvelous to confider what love the 
Lord infuſes into the ſouls of faithfulPaſtors, 
to every member of their Flocks. The 
Lord hath not only made it the Duty of 
all, bur the Price of ſome, who can 
ſay, that every Member of their Flock is 
CIT gs hon _ 

ladiy pert for them : ea 
” thus much they will hold on 
2C.12-15. to do, tho' the more abundantly 
| __ love them, the leſs they be 


O what a Priviled have thoſe who are 
under the care of fuch Paſtors, ond ry 
uc 


| 
| 
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ach a Nurſery! Are they in diſtreſs 2 
' Are 


| 


they rempted? Do they hunger and 
thirſt > They may come to the Ordinances 
2dminiftred here, and /«ck, and be fatil- 
fied with the Breaſts of her Conlolation 
they may ſuck our and be delighted wich 
the abundance of her glory: 
Ye ſhall ſuck, ye thall be 5-66.11,12,13, 
born upon her {ides, and be 
dandled upon her knees 3 as one whom his 


| Mother comforteth, ſo will I comfort you, 


and ye (hall be comforted, faich the Lord. 

" In this houſe we may have the cleareſt 
views of a Bleeding Lord Jeſus, the higheſt 
inſtance of divine love; here may we look 
on him, whom we have pierced, and 


mourn. Here we renew our covenant and 


fit down at the Lords Table, and feaſt, not 
only with, but o» our Lord ; who faith, 
Come, eat of my Bread, and drink of the 
OARNESYY have mingled nm = 
we meet with grace, mortifying our luſts, 
| ing our Faith, and Love, and H 
&c. yea here it is _ oe Lon VOUC 
pardoning mercy. equently gives to 
his children the ſeal of their pardon, Soul- 
#aviſhing evidences of their intereſt in him, 
of their being Juſtited, Adopted. and 
luch.as ſhall be ſaved by him. wan I 
| | ect 


(42) 

refte& on what the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture 
has ſpoken of thele things, and what I have 
heard many of the Godly ſpeak of their 
experiences concerning them, and alſo con- 
ſider what, ſometimes I my ſelf, bleſſed be 
the Lord , have felr. I cannot but wiſh 
that others would turn in hicher,and traſt and 
ſee how gracious the Lord is, and cannot 
but be afflicted for thoſe, who, I hope, 
are (mcere, yet throngh one miſtake or 
another neglect the giving up themſelves ro 
follow the Lord fly, and know nothing 
experimentally what it is tro dwell in the 
Houſe of the Lord. 

But how greatly are thoſe,who are Mem- 
bers of a Church ro be pitied, who ſeem 
careleſs about this great work, not mind- 
ing whether they come to Church-Ordi- 
nances or not! Verily, it argues great 
weakneſs of Grace, it not anſoundneſs of 
Heart. O |! that you would therefore take 
heed how you flight, or negle& ſuch great 
Priviledges, as theſe are; but be perſwaded 
to fix theſe things on your hearts. 

1. You are, by the good Providence of 
God, made Members of a Particular 
Church of Chriſt, framed according to the 
Holy Inſtitucion. 

2. You are hereby made Partakers of 

Great 
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Great Priviledges 3 you have great Helps 

and means Pagans you for the doing the 
| things the Lord God by his Word and Pro- 
| vidences is now calling us unto. But _ 

3. There are ſome more particular Cir- 
cumſtances attending us, which thew our 


obligation to be more than ordinary. For, 


| (43) 
| 


| 1. The Lord God built unto himſelf a 


Houſe amongſt us, in an Evil time. Imme- 
diately on my coming amongſt you, we 
were providentially caſt in a place, where 
| nothing but much trouble was in proſpect, 
| notwithſtanding which, the Lord gave us 
| Reſt, and blefſed our Endeavours. The 
| Word was ſucceſsful, and many brought 
to the knowledge of himſelf, and in little 
more than two years time, through the 
lnfinitely Free Grace of God, ' with the 
concurring Approbation of ſeveral Reve- 
rend Miniſters of this City, I was by faſtin 

| and prayer, ſolemnly ſet apartto the Of- 
hce of a Paſtor amongſt you, 

2. Tho we were ( both the People and 


_— 


4 my (elf, ) very young, temptations many 


and ſtrong, the day very dark and forrow- 
ful, yer the Lord was with us, he encreafed 
our number, and gave us time to take root 
before the Perſecution began, yea, the 
Lord God ſtirred up the Elders of other 

Churches 


(4:4) 

Churches co write unto ns, in ſuch a Grave, | 
Pious and affetionare manner, as inflaen- 
ced us to ſera day apart for ſolemn Faſting | 
and Prayer, at which time we renewed. | 
our Covenant with God, and enrred into a 
folema Promiſe to do our utmoit to keep 
'our {elves free from the abominations of 
the times. | 
3- When tribulation came on, and we | 
were (ingled out from amongſt our Brethe: 
ren, to be made the Burt of the rage of 
ſome ill men, the Lord our God for ſome 
months keprus ſtill cogether in our publick 
work ; and whenI was driven from you, | 
the Lord took care of you, you had'yqur 
Meetings, tho more privately, yet not fo 
private but til! che greater part of you 
met together, for a long time in peace, 
even when others were broken up and ex- 
(ed to very great and perplexing troubles, 

is was 2 fgnal Inſtance of the care of 
God over you,that muſt never be forgotten. 
4. The circumſtances with which my 
troubles were cloth'd, being moſt amazinp, / 
our fouls were even overwhelmed with 
orrow, you were under a tormenting de- 
ſpaie, as to my return among(t you; You 
were bowed down greatly, at which time 
ſome of yau in the anzuith and bicrernefs of 
your 
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| Jour ſouls, eyed unto the Lord, your 
ers were fervent, and1 truſt in Faith. 
en you refleted on the ſeveral exhorta- 

| fions, and Admonitions given you, and al- 
ſo on your many neglects, you bewailed 
them, and monrned over them, and if fa 


Kd 2ny time you could hope above hope, ho 


many were your Reſolutions, your - rn 
ſes and Vows of living More unto God, 
would che Lord but make bare his Arm, 
= my innocency, and return me unto 


Dll theſe things the Lord hath done, He 
_ his e infinitely in and ve a 
ap comforting, ar ul m 

oring me unto you, an what 
an heart g deration _ us: = 
this, —_— not Reformed, bows VOws bo wr 
we payed, our Promiſes we have not fu 
we are Ne nnd if a people that have pro- 

we expect or hope for 


—_—_ to us ina way of mercy, it muſt 
de our labour to be found lying low before 


# the Lord, we muſt think on our paſt vows 


to ax Vo them. And. will you hearken to 
the Voice of God, and in his ſtrength re- 
falve on an endeavour of living more@nto 

kis promiſe, and the glory of his great name? 
ſRorm ia which we have been was great, 

the . 
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* (46)) 
the Winds'did blow, the Rain deſcended, 
and did beat vehemently upon us, and "yet 
through the grace of God we can ſay; we 
are not conſumed, we ſtill remain a Church, 
an Houſe for our Lord to dwell 'in ; and (hall 
not the Grace of God (© far afte& us as to 
lead'us unto Repentance ? ” 
I confels ir's matter of great comfort uns 
tome, that in the midſt of violent ſhakings 
we were not utterly broken, our Church 
ſtate was not diflolved, and I am'ſure our 
obligation to God is on this account-the 
greater, and I think I may modeſtly enough 
rell you, that ſuch hath been my carriage 
amongſt you, that I may challenge your 
hearty endeavours of living more truely to 
God as my Due, Abovea year and half 
ago; I gave you my reaſons in a Letter, 
why I mightdo ſo, and your 'an{wer con- 
tains an acknowledgment of it. A part 
of which'for the more effteual moving you 
to the work of the day, and that every 
Member may havethe peruſal thereof, I 
will tranſcribe,with your anſwer thereanto, 
My Letter to you, 
jo S it is the Duty of every Goſpel 
= Paftor, fo it will be the practice 
* of thoſe, that are faithful to do their ut- 
« termolt for the real protir, and Spiritual 
; * Contolation 
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| (47) 
« Conſolation of every one committed to 
* their charge: It having therefore pleaf- 
© 34 the Lord tomake me your Paſtor, how 
an T be faithful; Unleſs I declare unto 
*y00 the whole Counſel! of God, and uſe 
©! proper methods for the enlightning you 
* concerning your Duty in every Relation ? 


| bi 
6 And als the Lord enables me with In- 


*regrity to diſcharge my Duty, how can 
* you receive the de{ired advantage, excepr 
*y0u diligently attend unto your. Paſtors 
® Councils that are manifeſtly Conformed 
*ro the holy Scriptures ? 

*ThatrT may do my part in thisParticulat, 
© my prefent buſineſs ſhall be to put you in 


| "Remembran ce,of what you promiſed on my 
b} 


*cloſing with your Call, and to beſeech you 
* to conſider,how I haye demeaned my ſelf 
* among(t you ever fince,and what Obliga- 
* tions you lie under, to give me ercourage- 
ment in my work, by a ſincere endeavour to 
© live more to the Tae and Gleoryof the Lord, 
. 1. * Inthe firſt place then, my Requeit 
, Unto you Is, That you will refle&t on this; 
« How that when you gave me a Call to 
. fake the Paſtoral care of you, you were 
a but few, and ſich as were low in the 
. World, not able to do any thing >dnſi- 
- derable, rowards the maintenance of Me 
| * and 


(48) 
.and my Family, notwithſtanding which, 
I bein apprehenſive I might be the more 
* Uſeful among{t you, if in ſuch Circumſtax- 
ces, I clos'd with your Call, I rold you that 
"ſeeing 'twas apparent,that nothing could be 
rl motive tO engage me to grant your de- 
Aire, but the hopes of glorifying God, in fur- 


** therin your Salvation, I expected you 


5 ſhould ( on my taking the Paſtoral over- 
- fight of you ) do what in you lay to give 
* me incouragement by taking ſpecial care 


* to excel in a humble, holy Converſation ; - 


* And thus much in the preſence of a heart- 
* ſearching God you ſolemnly promiſed me. 

2. *Thatever {incel have been yourPaftor, 
* T have as the Lord enabled me,made it my 
* work,in publick, & more privately byCa- 
* rechizing,8 Perſonal diſcourſe to acquaint 
* you with the ſubſtantial Doctrines of the 
* Goſpel, with the Natureof an Inſticuted 
* Church,with thcForm of theHouſe andFa- 
© ſhion thereof,with theGoings our,& Com- 
*1:ngs in thereof, wich all the Ordinances & 
*L2ws thereof,I did not ſhun to declare unto 
* you,,-4t way of Worthip,which I am con- 
* vinc'd is moſt acceptable unto God ; Nor 
* did I ceaſe to warn you to abide faithful in 


*your adhearance unto it,whatſufferings ſo-- | 


* ever you might on that account be expol- 
*ed 
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*ed unto; And bow great foever my wants 
* were, how much ſoever I was at any time 
© in that reſpect diſtreſs'cI never pre(6'd you 
*todoany thing for my ſupply, or to ſub» 
© ſcribe what you would do;but only infiſt- 
* ed on your endeavorr tolive more holily, and 
© ore ſpiritually.as thegreat encouragement you 
© were bound to give me. 

3. © When the Perſecution was approach- 
© ing, -you know how much I warn'd you 
© to take hecd,leſt you did falland what care I 
*took for the eſtabliſhment of every one in 
*he Truth.and what I did for the Reform- 
*:ngchoſe,that walk'd diſorderly,and for the 
© prevention of diſorders in others, by im- 
* portuning ſome of the Brethren to give 
<me their heip, appointing ſome time eve- 
*ry week to ſpend in Prayer and in Con- 
* ſaltations, ' how ©o further the edification 
© ofevery particular member. And 

4. «When the Perſecution brake in upon 
© us, you cannot forget how the Lord 
" ſtrengthged me with readineſs and chear- 
© falneſs to endure all things for your ſakes, 
*the many convictions theyTrecorded againſt 
* me, the many Warrants ſent out co take 
*me, their breaking open my houle, cheir 


 ©running with-a naked Sword at my Wite, 


- their keeping poſſeſſion of my Houle ſe- 
* veral Nights and Days, their ſpoiling me 
KS. D 2 wel +; 
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« of my Goods, their repragching me in 
*their publick Priats, diſcouraged me nor, 
« bac the Lord was (till gracious:For altho' 
«| durſt not return to my Family, from 
*« which they had driven me, yet [always 
«rentured ro goto the Meering- Houſe,where 
« 1 continued to publiſh the Goſpel of our 
«Lord unto you, and thus mach I did, not- 
« with(tanding, I knew that they did ule 
© all imaginable Arr to ſeize me, either-in 
* my going unto or coming from that place, 
* Moreover I did ſomewhat conſiderable, to 
« make the burden of your ſufferings the 

* more ealy unto you. 
5. © When I was fingled out from a- 
* mong(t my Brethren, and expos'd unto 
* the Odium and Contempt of all men, my 
* Name in the Declaration, and my Perſon 
&* deſcribed in the Gazer,Pur into their Bal- 
*1lads, whereby I was made the ſong of the 
* Drunkard, and burnt in Effgie, proſecut- 
«* ed on the 35th of Eliz. which ends in 
*& Pei:h or Baniſhment, run to three Ourt- 
© Jawries for iny Nonconformity, ſeverely 
« purſued by my Enemies, left and forſak- 
* en of my Friends, frequently deſtitute of 
* 2 place where to lay my Head, yer even 
* then my Heart was towards you,I frequent- 
* ]y writ unto you, praying you to give me 
* an 


_ 
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«©2n Account of your ſtate, And al- 

© tho* for ſome Months. Icould neither (ee 
*2ny of you, nor receive one Letter. yer 
© continued to expreſs my love to your 
« Souls, by ſending Letter after Letter, un- 
* til Thad prevail'd with ſome of you to vi- 
© fit and diſcourſe me, and then choſe who 
* came unto me, knew how I did bear you 
* ,n my Heart, and how I longed to be ler- 
*viceable to the Lord amongſt you,and n hen 
* my circumſtances were {uch, thatT could 
* not Preach unto you. yet then I ventur'd 
*to have perſonal diſcourſe with as many as 
* had the courage to fee me, and as foon as 
© wecould get convenient places, I preach'd 
*toas many as would venture to hear me, 
« and at laſt when the Lord remov'd your 


Fears you kneiw,that cho'I carried my lite in 


n my hand. yer I declined not to meer the 
* whole Church, and two Winters (before 
* my Deliverance,) 1 met the whole Con- 
* gregation frequently together, Preach'd 
* unto you,8& once aMonth adminiltred the 


* Lords Supper, at which time we dealc 


*with thoſe that walked ciſorderly, and re- 
*ceived others into our Communion, and 
* through the infinite mercy of a gracious 
* Lord, my endeavours were bleſs d tothe 
* the Reforming many. Furthermore you 

D 3 * cannot 
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© cannot but remember that when other 
« Congregations were ſcattered and greatly 
© broken, becauſe of the Perſecution, and 
* when 'twas generally apprehended, that I 
« durſt not continue in the Kingdom, yet 
* tho' I had great temptations to go abroad 
&* into another Country,where I might have 
*<© opportunity to work,I could not leave you, 
« bur bleſſed be the Lord, had many a 
© time refreſhing Conſolations from Hea- 
©©ven in being with you, and had the op- 
© portynity as well as occaſion from my 
< own Experience, to aflure you that the Joys, 
&« which atrend great ſufferings for keeping a good 
© Conſcience, are of more value than the whole 
* World. And yon cannot forget what a 
* Preſtnce of God was with us atthat time; 
« And | 
6. © As ſoon as the Lol was pleas'd to 
* deliver me out of my great troubies, and 
* tro hear Prayer in clearing my Integrity, 
* for the laſt reſult was, 0 one Man had on 
* Oath accuſed me of what conld be made (0 
« much as a M/demeanor, nothing in the 
© Crown Office, but three Out-lawries for my 
* Noncontormity againſt me ; I fay, that 
*affoon as I was delivered, I applied my 

*{elf to a more conſtant exerciſe of m 
** Paſtoral Function among(t you, and took 
* {omg 
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* me care, tho' I muſt confeſs after 2 
*very weak, and feeble m2nner, to do whaCl 
« was for the profit, comfort and reafonable 

*(2risfaction of all. 
« The Fruth of theſe things,you all know, 
& 2nd having ſaid tomuch to refreth ou 
« Memories.] muſt beſeech you to conſider, 
* whether on 4 de wetghing all circumſtances 
© ] may not juſtly expett, that by a ſmicere en» 
© keavour, to live more to the Honour and Glo- 
«*,yof the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, you encourage me 
« ;» my Miniſterial work, The hopes of be- 
©*ing thus encouraged mov'd me to cloſe 
© with your Call, and the ſame hopes have 
©*ſtil! hardnedme againſt thoſe Temptations 
« | bave met with to rake me from you;and 
*T can with much fincerity, declare, that 
*tho' you never could, as yet provide a com- 
© petency for me, nor are like to do ir, 
* that I can ſee, y& may I behold you all 
*25 ſo many Plants flouriſhing in the Courts 
*of our God, may I but fee you flowriſning 
"like the Palm Trees, and growing like a Ce- 
* 4ar in Lebanon, *twould more rejoyce my 
* Soul, than if I had been poſleſled with all 
* the Tre2ſures of this Wor!d ic is you,and 
* not yours I ſeek, and through the mercy 
* of our Lord, I can truely (ay, that no- 
£ thing would delight « me more, than 
WY *r0 
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© ro obſerve you to walk fo, that I mighe | 
* with the Apofile, cry out, O what & our 
© Fope, or Joy, or Crown of KejoyCing ? Are 
* mot even ye in the Preſence of our Lord Feſua 
© Chriſt at bis coming? Te are our Glory and 


* Joy. 

«In a word, ,weighing all theſe circum- 
* ftances, I muſt fay it, chat I think that 1 
* may very Juſtly m_ your encqurage- 
Sex m____ leading a Life more to the Ho- 
** nour and Glory of God. 

* And thus much I do expect, and there- 
© fore muſt and docharge you inthe Name 
« of the Lord Chriſt to rouſe up your elves, 
« 2nd pay your vows to God, and labour, 
© that you may be found to walk anſwera- 
© ble to the obligations you lye under. 
& God has done more for you than for 
© many others; and therefore expects the 
- *® more from you. The. things I would 
<« more particularly incuicate on you, are, 

1. * That you conſerentiouſly conſider the 
© Duties incumbent on you, as you are members 
* of that Church, over which the Holy Ghoſt, 

* hes made me an overſeer, and to that end 
:© cheriſh love to one another. TI hind that no- 
" * thing 1o effeftually moves me to deal 
& f:ithtully with you as my Love vnto you, 
# and untill you love one another better, 

you 
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'< you will -never be found fo faithful, as 


« you ſhould be to each other. - Love 
«* will oblige you to conceal the faults of a 
* Brother trom the mulrticude, and provoke 
«you torellit him in private. Love will 
©{weeren all the counſels and reprocts, and 
* open your hearts to- receive a faithful 
M we _ : 

admonition, you will” hearken to thoſe 
* you love. Love therefore one another 
« more and more ; provoke one another 
© to love, and good works, and ler your 
© works be exprethve of your love to God 
* 2nd to me, and to one another. Thar is che 
© Firſt thing. The ſecond is, 

2. © That you make conſcience of the 
at duty of Aſſembling your ſelves rogethgr. 
me our to every Church meeting. You 
* tnow that ſuch meetings arenot frequent 
« with, us, and that therefore you ought the 
* rather to come unto them. Ir has been 
* my czre to inſtruct you in the -great and 
© moſt neceflary truths of the Goſpel, and 
* whereas for the time ye ought to have 
* been Teachers of others, ye have need 
* that one teach you again, which be the 
* firſt princigles of the Oracles of God ; but 
* how comes this to paſs ? Verily when TI 
* reflect on your paſt praftice, *rwas thus, 
* tho I laboured with; the greateſt plainnels 
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© to-inſtruR you, nor one third part of the 
« Church would be preſent. 

/* And whereas I hoped you would after 
© the Jate tribulation be more watchful 
© and diligent, yet you are rather more 
© careleſs, whereby it appears plainly to 
« me, that twill bea vain thing for me to 
© endeavour your inſtruction,un.els you re- 
*©* ſolve a reformation. 

* It is not enough to atrend on my mi- 
© nittry Lords days, but at other tumes, 
* when I call you together on purpoſe tg 
© enlighten you concerning the moſt mo- 
© mentous Doctrines of Religion, I beſeech 
© you therefore to make conſcience of at- 
* tending on thoſe Meetings that are on 
* the week days : negle& themanort as you 
* did ſome years ago, and grieve me not 
* ow as you Cid then. - You cannot but re- 
© member how you then afflicted me, hoiv 
*that'twas ſo very much,that unleſs theLord 
« had ſupported me by giving in a continu- 
© 6d ſeal unto my miniſtry, otherwiſe I 
* could never have lived under it. It's true 
© the Lord is pleaſed at this very time to 
« youchlate unto rae” great comforts from 
* the fuccels I have in; convincing, and I 
* hope, converting many, but the great de- 
* fire of my (out is that I may be alfo owned 
* in furthering your edification. 3. 
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3. © Be prevailed with to v1/ir one another 
« oft, and then let your converſation be 
* heavenly and {piritua]l. One great part 
« of the help and comfort that Charch 
« Members thould afford each other is this 
« way, ( viz. ) by being acquainted with 
«© each other, by being oft in praying and 
*:!n diſcourſing about Heavenly matters t0- 
* pether. 

* Theſe are the thingsI inſiſt on & expect 
« ſome further aſimence: from you; than 
©yer you have given me, that you will be 
* faithful in their obſervance, and therefore 
© my advice is, that the whole Church meer 
© rogether, and ler this Letter be read a- 
© mong(t yon, and after ſerious ſeeking 
* God, draw up your reſult and Jer me in 
* a letter have it ſent me, I am, &c. 

When you received this the Church 
met, {ſpent ſome time in prayer,it was read 
and the following anſwer returned unto 
me to my great and unexpreflible comfort, 


Reverend iy, 
T Ccording tolyour de(ire and appoint- 
** £ & ment the Church mer this day,and 
* according to your direction mentioned in 
*rhe letter you ſent, after folemn ſeeking 
* of God, it was read over ar4 hearlenec 
* Unt2 


(58) | 
« gnto with great att ention, and we look 


* npon our ſelves afrer confideration there- | 
©* of, obliged to bleſs God for the good | 


* counſels you give us therein, and allo to 
«* be thankful unto you for. that great con- 
&* cerriecineſs, we are appre henfive,you have 
*1nyou for our ſ{piritua] good, and eternal 
« Salvation ; which we believe is an effet 
** of your (incere love to us, and of the de- 
«fire of bringing glory tro God. We doall 
* own ( we hope with ſome griefs of heart) 
* that we have been guilty of many finsand 
* neglect of duty, both Perſonal and Rela- 
© tional, and more particularly of thoſe du- 
*res, which are and have been incumbent on 
<* us as Church members, in every particu- 
© lar, wherewith you have in your letter 
© charged us, and we detire to take the 
* ſhame of it to our ſelves, and to Judge 
© 0ur ſelves for it in the preſence of God,as 
* we hope we have done. (ince we mer 
©* together this day ; and webegan intereſt 
« in your prayers, that God would make 
* thoſe convictions, that your letter hath 
« given us, effectual for a future reformati- 
* on. And as for'the Counſels you give us, 
© 2nd the Motives you preſs us by to the 
© performance of them, we do very well 
= approve of them and do ſolemnly as in the 


* preſence 
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* weſence of God promiſe to put them in 


© practice,. viz. to attend upon thoſe week- 
« day Church meetings, we ſhall by che 
© 500d providence of God for the future en- 
* joy, with more frequency than formerly, 
«:nd ſhall make conſcience of ſtirring up 
« one another to love and good works, 
* 2nd be frequent in exhorting and praying 
* one with another. And we heartily beg 
*an intereſt in your prayers, that in the 
© ftrength of Chriſt we may perfor:in whac 
© we ſo ſole:nly promiſe here in. May 24. 1688. 
This ſolemn Promiſe which you have in 
Chriſts ſtrength entred into is kno'yn to 
the Lord, who expects your performance, 
and the rather, fecing vey larely you have 
renewed it, and we may ſafely ſay that from 
the ucce(s the Lord hath given to our en- 
deavours. our encouragement, to this work 
is great. Have not our exhortations given 
ſome of the Society. and our Prayers ro the 
Lord on their behalf, been owned of God ? 
Why then ſhall we not be engaged to la- 
bour in ſo Pious and Honeſt a Delign + To 
convert 2 {inner from the error of his way 
and cover a multituce of fins, to be inſtru- 
mental in furthering the Salvation of each 
other, are works both pleaſing unto God, 
and profitable to our own Souls, I befeech 
you 
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you therefore that you would make cohiſct- 


ence of f11is-your ſolemn Promiſe, to which .* 


I will add theſe following requelts. 
I. That you will conſcientiouſly enquire af- 
ter thoſe amongſt us, who walk not ſo orderly as 
could be wiſhed. Are there any, that negle& 
Family Worſhip, are there any who are nor 
fo careful of their Converſations, as they 
ought to be, are there any you obſerve 0- 
vertaken in-any other Fault, do you, who 
are fpiritual endeavour to reſtore ſuch a 
one with a Sr On To this 
ena conlider, ( I. ow corrupt 
Ie thy own heart is, how much thou 
art owing to the reſtraining grace of God, 
3f choy haſt not faln into the ſame, or a 
like Iniquity. ( 2.) Make a diligent ſearch 
into thy own foul after thy own fins, ſee 
whether there benota Beam in thy own 
Eye, and be ſure inthe firſt place to caſt 
that out. ( 3. ) Poſlels thy Soul with a due 
fenſe of thy Duty to do thy utmoſt for thy 
Brothers recovery, conſider the Evil in fin, 
how much againtt God, Chriſt, the Holy 
/ Spirit, and his own Soul. ( 4.) Goaſide in 
fecrer, cry to God for Wifdom, mecxnels, 
and (trong affection, that thou maiſt ſo re- 
kuke thy. Brother as to gain him. Cs. ) 
When 
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| When thou art diſcourſing with him Ia- 
- | bour to convince him that thou deligneſt 


nothing bur the glory of God and the good 
of his Soul. ( 6.) Ute the moſt plain, and 
convincing Arguments, to the end thou 
may'ſt bring” him.to a tenſe of his fin, and 
(7. ) Follow thy Exhortations with Pray- 
er,and thyPrayerwith further Exhortations. 
(£) Be not Impatient, but conſider how 
long the Lord waitech to be gracious unto 
usand that therefore we ought much longer 
to wait on others, 

2. When you are met to Pray one with 
another, ( as you have Promiſed ) endea- 
'your to get your Hearts affected with the 
crying abominations of the Times, and Pla- 
ces in which we live. If ever, thisis the 
time, wherein the Godly thould Sigh and 
Cry, and alſo Pray for the pouring forth 
a Spirit of grace and ſupplication, and 
mourning upon the whole Land. 

-3- Labour hard to carry onReformation, 
work on your own felves and family, and 
preſs on all your acquaintance, the mincing 
the ſpecial duty of che day, viz. the greac 
work of Reformation. 

4. Conſider that Faithfulneſfs in the di 
charge of choſe Duties incumbent on us, as 
Church members, will greatly help _—_ 

the 
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the carrying on Humiliation, and Reforms 
tion-work. I beſeech you therefore for thy 
Lords ſake, ro remember that as it is your 
mercy to be members of a Church of 
Chriſts Inſticution, where ſuch glorious pris 
viledges are to be had by the {incere,fo the 
Obligation you in ſpecial lie under co priz 
and improve them, for-the furtherance of: 
this great work is ffrong and powerful ; and' 
gleſt you ſhould. ſtill be roo ſecure, ger thele” 
words of theLord engraven on your Hearts. 
| Goyenow unto my place, which was in Shiloh, 
where | ſet my Name at the firſt and ſee what I 
did 1o it, for the wickedneſs of: 
Jr. 7 12,13, 14 myPeople I(rael,now becauſe ye 
| have done all theſe works,ſaith; 
the Lord, and I ſpake unto you riſing up Early;" 
and ſpeaking, but ye beard not, and I called. 
you, but ye anſwered not, therefore will #do unto © 
this Bouſe, which « called by my Name, as” 
T have done to Shiloh. Fix it I ſay on your”: 
Souls, and as you delire to eſcape Shilobs 
Plagues, beware of +i/obs Sins Hereafter, - 
if God will, I hope to be more particular in 
To to ſome ſpecial caſes relating to* 
hurch marcers. Decemb.16, 168g. * 
ERRAT A. 3 
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